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Session 09 - The Holy Spirit’s Power 

The Holy Spirit of God plays an important role in the life of a believer who desires to be an effective, powerful 

witness for the Lord Jesus Christ. More than a force or feeling, the Holy Spirit is God and is present, effective and 

powerful in the life of the believer. The Holy Spirit is one of the three persons of the Holy Trinity comprised of God 

the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit (1 John 5:7). We see the Holy Spirit present all throughout the Old 

Testament at creation (Genesis 1:1,2; 2:7) and moving upon mighty heroes and prophets ( Judges 6:34; 15:14; Isaiah 

61:1-3; Joel 2:28,29). He is described in the Bible as being a Counselor, an Advocate and a Comforter (John 14:26).  

In our day to day lives, the Holy Spirit serves several functions. The Spirit of God inside us, testifies of Jesus (John 

15:26). He draws us over and over again to the person of Christ and draws a deeper love for Christ from inside our 

hearts. The Spirit of God moving inside our lives proves we are a part of God’s family (John 3:5; Romans 8:14-15). 

Also the Holy Spirit helps us to understand God more fully (Ephesians 1:17-18), and helps us be more unified with 

the whole body of Christ (Ephesians 4:3-6). He gifts us with special abilities to perform His will (1 Corinthians 12:1-

11; Acts 1:8). This empowerment for serving God’s purposes can be termed the “anointing of the Holy Spirit.” This 

special power of the Holy Spirit enables us to move in boldness, strength and power as we work for God’s designs 

and not our own.          

What is the Anointing of the Holy Spirit? 

The anointing of the Holy Spirit is a term that is often talked about but seldom understood. Some members of 

Christ’s body use the term to describe a feeling or an atmosphere in a certain place. Some use the term to describe 

certain people, sermons or songs. Still others shy away from it altogether figuring it might be something so deep only 

the super spiritual could understand. 

In fact, it isn’t as complicated as all that. Very simply the anointing of the Holy Spirit is the power of God released 

through a person to accomplish God’s will. The imagery comes from the Old Testament tradition of anointing the 

heads of priests and kings, those set aside for specific service to the Lord. Exodus 30 and Leviticus 8 describe these 

procedures for the Hebrew priests and I Samuel 10:1 and 16:13 for kings. The imagery of pouring oil onto the heads 

of a person was meant to show their dedication to a specific task. The oil marked them, purified them and proclaimed 

them set aside for a particular job.  

The term the Anointing of the Holy Spirit simply explains God’s powerful presence flowing over a life that is 

dedicated to God’s particular task for them. The Holy Spirit is God’s presence in our lives. He fills us with wisdom 

strength and boldness. When we submit to God’s will, when we give our lives to His service and not our own we can 

know the anointing of God. The anointing of the Holy Spirit is for the called of God to accomplish the will of God.  

When you line up your life with the purposes and plans of God, you experience the anointing of the Holy Spirit: the 

power of God to accomplish what He wants done. In this way, the anointing of the Holy Spirit is not something you 

receive one time and wear like a patch or pin on your vest. God is always moving in the earth, connecting to His will 

and not your own is a daily requirement. In this way, the anointing of the Lord is not something that is earned, or can 

be magically purchased by saying the right prayer. It comes from seeking God and complete obedience to what He 

says. 
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Jesus Christ operated in the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  

 “And you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. Then Jesus went around 

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him” (Acts 10:38, NLT). 

This relates how Jesus ministered with power through the anointing of the Holy Spirit. It was essential to the calling 

that the Father had on the life of Christ that He be dependent on the empowering anointing of the Holy Spirit. He 

spoke the words the Father told Him to say and He did the actions the Father told Him to do (John 8:28; 12:49-50). 

Individually the anointing of the Holy Spirit, the empowerment to carry out what He has called us to do, comes when 

we pray the prayer of Jesus “Not my will, but Yours” (Luke 22:42). It is when we give up our own agendas and 

concerns and move into what God wants accomplished that we truly begin to operate in God’s power. 

As local chapters in the Christian Motorcyclists Association, the anointing of the Holy Spirit rests on those groups 

who can unify under God’s purpose for their chapter. The true power of God can be seen when CMA members can 

come together, surrender their own selfishness and pride and serve each other as they serve the motorcycling 

community.  

In this way, the anointing of the Holy Spirit cannot be owned or controlled. It isn’t something you attain or claim. It 

rests on the obedient servant of God. The Spirit of God, with all His power and benefits moves in our lives when we 

move in His purposes. Men and women who disappear behind the will of God experience and move in the Spirit’s 

power. Chapters who unite for the express purpose of accomplishing what the Spirit calls them to do locally will 

move forward with courage and see the miraculous in their ministry efforts. 

Man-Forced or Spirit-Led? 

If the anointing of the Holy Spirit rests on those individuals and chapters who truly serve the will of God, then 

shouldn’t we evaluate everything we do with this in mind? Are my daily activities, where I go, how I spend my time 

and money following the leading of the Holy Spirit? Or do I serve my own interests every minute of every day. It 

may be possible to participate in religious activities such as going to church, participating in  

CMA rides and functions, even serving in the motorcycling community and be working for your own interests rather 

than the will of God. The way you choose to invest your life, be it in your employment or in your ministry 

involvement can be for selfish or selfless reasons.  

The problem occurs when we involve ourselves in the activities of ministry for the wrong reasons and with the wrong 

motivations. When you decide to participate in an outreach event your chapter is sponsoring because you want to 

make sure all the other members see you there and know how close to the Lord you are, you are probably not 

listening to the Holy Spirit. This kind of activity is man-forced. It’s generated from human desires and schemes. The 

desire of the follower of Christ should be to be led by the Holy Spirit. If we desire to be anointed by the Holy Spirit 

for God’s work, we must decide to be led in everything we do by the Spirit. 

Throughout this training we will be covering many practical ways to reach bikers, but all of these activities, all good 

and positive things to do, can be either man-forced or Spirit-led. Chapter functions and fellowships can be man-

forced or Spirit-led. Outreach at motorcycle rallies can be man-forced or Spirit-led. Even bible studies and prayer 

times can be man-forced or Spirit-led. It is even possible for activities to begin Spirit-led and somehow get off track 

and become man-forced. To remain connected to the Power of the Holy Spirit we must make sure all areas of our 

lives and ministry are Spirit-led. 

Look at Romans 8 where the Apostle Paul deals with this struggle between the sinful nature which lives inside of us 

and being led by the Holy Spirit. 
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“Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but those who are controlled by the Holy 

Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. 
6 
So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But 

letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace. 
7 
For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never 

did obey God’s laws, and it never will. 
8 
That’s why those who are still under the control of their sinful nature can 

never please God” (Romans 8:5-8, NLT). 

This is where the decision is made to be led by the Spirit or not. The battle begins in the mind. When Romans 8:6 

says, “letting your sinful nature control your mind” (NLT) it indicates a decision. We decide to allow our own sinful 

desires to control how we think and operate or we let the Holy Spirit control our minds. When we do this our lives 

will be overwhelmed by “life and peace.” Romans 8 goes on to encourage those who have received Christ to live 

their lives controlled by the Spirit. 

“But you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by the Spirit if you have the Spirit of God living 

in you. (And remember that those who do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong to him at all.) 
10 

And Christ lives within you, so even though your body will die because of sin, the Spirit gives you life because you 

have been made right with God. 
11 

The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God 

raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you. 

12 
Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, you have no obligation to do what your sinful nature urges you to do. 

13 
For if 

you live by its dictates, you will die. But if through the power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful 

nature, you will live. 
14 

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God” (Romans 8:9-14, NLT). 

The Spirit of God lives in each of us who have been redeemed by Christ. Because of the Holy Spirit living inside of 

us, we don’t have to be controlled by what our old sinful nature wants to do. Again the decision is presented in 

Romans 8:13, “if you live by its dictates (the sinful nature) you will die” (NLT). On the other hand, if you kill those 

acts of your old sinful nature, “you will live.”  When we decide to live our lives by the Spirit, we throw off the 

actions and motivations of the sinful nature and live completely obedient to the Holy Spirit. 

So what does it look like to be led by the Holy Spirit? How does the Holy Spirit lead the people of God? The 

Scriptures indicate the Holy Spirit leads us both externally through His written Word and internally by speaking 

directly to our heart. Here are a few observations from Scripture on how the Holy Spirit leads. 

• The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin. (John 16:7-11) 

• The Holy Spirit leads us into the truth. (John 16:12-13; Acts 20:27; 2 Peter 1:3) 

• The Holy Spirit strengthens us from the inside out. (Ephesians 3:16) 

• The Holy Spirit reveals what we are to say to others. (1 Corinthians 2:9-13) 

Our Bible is the greatest tool we have when we decide to be led by the Holy Spirit. 2 Timothy describes the role of 

the Bible in our lives like this: 

“You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to receive the 

salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus.
16 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is 

true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is 

right. 
17 

God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work” (2 Timothy 3:15-17, NLT). 

This means the Bible we have in our hands is alive and used by the Holy Spirit to lead us in every situation. If you 

want to be led by the Holy Spirit, you will immerse yourself in the Word of God. Also, those who experience the 

power of the Holy Spirit in their lives are students of the Bible. The Holy Spirit uses the Word of God to train us, 

equip us and guide us. No wonder The Word of God is the weapon of choice when the full armor of God is listed in 

Ephesians 6. “Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Ephesians 

6:17, NLT). 
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We need to be Spirit-led. It isn’t enough to be theologically sound or be seen as successful in someone’s eyes. It isn’t 

sufficient just to be busy. More than anything we need to be anointed by the Holy Spirit carefully following His 

leading. The power to conduct successful ministry doesn’t come from our own thoughts and our own muscle. It flows 

through us when we consciously make the decision to take ourselves out of it and be led by the Spirit. When we 

strive each day to be led by the Holy Spirit our lives and our chapters begin to be used powerfully in the ministry God 

has called us to.   

 

For Further Study: 

Quick facts about the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

• The Holy Spirit points out sin in our lives (John 16:8-9). 

• In an unbeliever’s life, He brings realization of sin and brings them to a place where they can accept 

salvation.  

• In a believer’s life, He draws our attentions to any sin in us, making it possible to live in a manner that is 

pleasing to God. 

• The Holy Spirit is our guarantee that God keeps His promises (Ephesians 1:14). 

• The Holy Spirit teaches us about Jesus and the Bible (John 14:26). 

• The Holy Spirit comforts us in time of need (2 Timothy 1:7; John 14:15-18). 

• The Holy Spirit empowers us to serve God (Ephesians 3:16). 

• The Holy Spirit gives us power to live out what God has called us to (Mark 16:20). 

• The Holy Spirit enables us to develop Godly character (Galatians 5:22-23). 

Remember, disciples of Jesus Christ should desire to be connected to the Holy Spirit. When we are filled with God’s 

presence and anointed with His power, we will experience a supernatural effectiveness in ministry.


